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QOD’S LETTERS:— No: 5. f |,

| TO THE REV. RALPH EMFASON, . D. | h
Profesfor in the Theological Sem_f'nar_y at| P
| JAndover, . S ‘;

| Dear Brothersa=In my last_lettee [T offer-| ¢
egl.sulue l'ctfm"k_s, ex|.rrt:ssm_'g my q‘njgl'«:t atli
the course which some ol the cjergy of |t
New England have felt it thieir duly to pur-| s
gue in reference 1o, measures ol thie uboli-ji
tionists. | 1 wouldihy no mentis spesifk harsh- |
ly of their conuct; ueither [ question )

dia purity, of their motives.” Jo théir own
Master thiey siand “or fall, n this ‘mattdr.|

wis to be expected.  But Sir,, | mest say
that 1 lllinkI |I§c'y harled the first duntlety

General Associntion of Counecticutin June,|

lanimadversions from the directors of the
American Ani-Slavery Society in | their re-|
port the year following,  The resolutions’
were artfully drafted by 'n distinguished
chanipion of the Colonization Sociaty, as 1
was afterwards informed, v a manner well
caleulated 10 deceive unsns’pecling persons|
as tos the main object. 1 have 1ot these

“hiat their conduct’ should meet the cens|
suré of zeglous men among their vppolients,

that was pablicly throwir in this . pvarlare.|
I now refer 1o the resolutions .|):lsen|(|'|lj' the (.

1836, and which drew forth such atrongi

resolutions by me, and therefore, I cannot
repeat the clause which was, designed to
bear hard on‘the measures of the abolition-
iste, I was present at the General Associa-

tion of Massachusetts, the week following, .
when these resolutions were preseiited hy a
delegate from Counnegticut, with a request |
i 1

|

|

—

that they might be adopted. Tt was after
12 o’clock, and the Associntion were on the,
moment of adjournment, when the re¢solu-
tions were read and gilopted  without a sin i
gle remark from one pl'ihe members, The!
cloven foor Wiy Not s KRN N GITE Vs, |

| pected that they had any special bearing




upon the umi-slavery measures, untili the

winutel of 1 !'}w ""ie on were mute wnl
rtesy ofit useum:{ prin, |story r|n
!elsuh*r examine fie” Cffehgive. eentl-\

ments were at once discovercd, and inany
of the clerg\‘ic !,wllcd that they were  pas-
sed. Thug, Sir, was the fire kindled by a
colonizationist,-which hus burnt so furiouss
ly in the husoms of many: abolitionists
against the ¢ lergy until the present time, 1
hope it is nearly, if nat thoronghly, extin:
',gmshed I refer ‘to the history ¢f these
resolutions, 19 set before ygu the origin “of
‘the controversy between tlie Jmluus uboli-
tionists and the clergy of these two lites.
I aun certain 1hat most of ‘the nicmblers o
ong of those Associations actod i the dark
and that many, of the members would no
iave voted® for them i they hiad seen the
obvious design of theu. ‘Though they
might pot have been aholitionists, still theyl
‘wouldMot bave sanctioned such an mlu\,.x'
upon the ‘character and measures ol 1tha
Anti-Slavery Sgeicty as was.made in |lm~u
resoluions. |1 not say these lhmgs 1
palliate the: ('on.hu tof these writers in the
‘anti-slavery papers who have pouged sacl)
torrents nl/zﬂmee upon the non-conformists
‘among (e clergy. 1 have cver .spoken
heelv ghout many of these connmyuications,
ilmlh » friends and opposers. I thiuk there
has/been a bad spirit manifested on the
side of theabolitionists toward the opposin
Lelergy 3 or ill you please, those who* bll\lll‘i
| aloof uind do nothing: I do most sincerely
liope that my brduhren who, like you, hare
slavery, but “still remiain neuter, will e dmly
review, the whole ground;and sacrifice all
tinor eonsider: ations, and work with us in
|llm cause. | see.no msu| serable ohjections,
' T desire this-the more ardently bee ?msc the
‘(humctel of the ministry suflers; inthe esti+
Amation of many. good  inen by llne course
“they pursue, while the enemics of all righite-
“ousness take ocension to thrust o sword
o the vitfISof Peltarod Sttt stm emghe '\"u,

elergy. Mr. Garrison, Sir, is not lhe prin-




Inot adopted this course, L

cipal offenderiin this matter; he is nade
answegghle, 4 wﬂs&“"'"c c;d%(»‘r, for the con-,

Y 2 | field ’ i i | |
duct of oers T BRTBHEFTSFERIA can |
easily take the sword ofit of the hand of"
these violent and fpryjmlid;d men. '

And I trustjthey. will seon do it ¢ffectunlly |
hy,somie coun s okaction. | ‘The catbe wonld

They wield a'mighty power either lor bene-
fitor injury. | “They will capry avith theim
and-when all jgood men’ut the luwllu"slmlil

unite aith those who are how laboring i

the cause, they will forman invineible plia:

Janx which will soon deéstroy * thismostrous
offspring and, curse 6f sin? . But it tiese
brethren “ shall alwgethier hold their pcnc%’;
atthis tinve,” the work will not cense ; *eu-|
I:n‘,-;ctneluﬂ;unr deliverance shall arise” to the |
slives, “ {rom!other places,” and their n 1es
‘will not/be held in grateful remembrance, as |
the active friends of the oppressed. T how-
ever; they aré not yet prepared to tnke the
course which 1 recomimend, 1Le. to came
forward and join our organization, it wuul'll ‘,
gludden my [Imu'l th know , that' they shall
have adopted *the II!_()ll(:,’;;\\'llll‘rl;.\()ll con-
sider proper, viz. ©in the ganctunry ind

the faumily altar, with tears ol tmingled coni-

! miseration for the slave and for-their mas-
Fer and tor their ehildren, pour forth the uni-

ted prayver of melting hearts for the remo
of this sin.” T am sure that this course is
perfectly safe 5 if our abolition frigafls who
profess to feel their dependance ofi God have
pe they will
lose 1o time 1 earrying your recommenda-
tion into |pl'a(1|li(:e. | fiilly agree in the sug-
sestion that tiere istiot prayer enougliamong
the fiiends of thé slave; perhaps a majority
of abolitio ySts are not praying inens but
sven thede who de pray, will readily jae-
knowtedge their defeets in this duty. Ifwe
eyer sneccedin our efforts 1o abolish slavery

Pl thig land, it will be through the help of

the Lordoaés bioetsseun ulﬂnr"glf:ua !-llsﬂ;v gp;l!ﬁ'g?eidm us
shall be all the glory. In view ol what ‘he

' ,

be.greatly promoted by their co-vperations. -

.!1

the bone and sinéw ot pictyin‘the churehes,



has already done for the cause, we are ;‘cmly,
rust. 1o pour forth our praises into the ear
ll lnlal Ig?:u:rs'ets}l t‘thﬁ%s%?ffﬁ ' iﬁ'g TSI ARl who
is readly 1o é|give power 1o lln,: fuing,” wlnl'c
labaring fortheir release. Anmn_uml by his
decluration, * that the eaptive exile hastens
10 heloosed,” we will continue our exer-
tions * in season and out of ‘season, always
and every where from the cradle to the
grave,” without langour or remissuess; and
ever and anon as we pursue’ our labor, we
will cheer each others hearts with the lan-
guage of the exulting propliet, “ Lo, this is
our God ; we have waited for Irimy, and he
will save us ; we will be glad and rejoice in
his salvation.,” ButI ask you, iny brother,
if you really believe that such fervent and
habiteal prayer as you recommend, is offer-
| ed for the removal of slavery, by Christians
at the notth, clergymen and laymen ? I8 it
presented by © every ministerin the jsanc.iu;’
 ary, and ¢veey Prvisreliarebie femilyarkan 3
leie’: not to be suspicious, but T confess I




ourtesy of the Museum of Spri

my |brethren as may conc

'cah"ol believe that rst:ch’f is the fact, and 1
would now ctiully i .

| my [loré edesE iR 16 1oad thi
letter, “ifguch is their practige P I seldouy
heaf the c%ase of the slave mentioned in th
prayers of the sanctuary at the meetings o
cleical associations. I havie never heard
any but an"ubdli’xinnist, ‘m.ection his condi-{|
tion, among those who ocen ionally preach
i my.oww pulpit. 1 do not”suppese that
thejomission is intentional ; but does\it uolﬁL
show. that there is not such ah habitual feel-
mg§ against the sin of slavery s you supjose.
| L iope our brethren will -teflect upon this
su-'alhcct, if they are guilty of it. I should ex-
PEEL to see a difterent state of things in ref
crence to measares, if the “course ‘'you  ree-
onymend was tniversally aopted. I we
all, clergy nm:ivlnily, praved for the slave

<

we should feel miore forhim; we should bhé
led to inqiire, with more agxiety about th
‘hest mode of action in hishdhalf. © Matthey
Henry says, “Praying *will fnake men leav:
oft’sinnidg, or sivning will phake them leavp
roffpraying.”  Ome word inthe close of'-th:;
letter upon a paragraph’in lyours in which
you say, © 'J‘herinﬂuvncc ‘e are 1o exert
on the south, must be wholly persuasiv
wholly by the T‘%mentnt@n. fopition, of p
rument and of Kind wishes.” In this 1 full
agree ; but persuasion may consist in tellin
meh of their sing,  The aposile says, knowr
ingithe terrors of the Lond, we persuad
men” I we would imlur;e the Christian
slaveholderto.renounce.tlie systém, we must
convince bim of the sin of his conduct,—
We may_ be as kind and gentle inour inter-
~course with In”\l as.we (tﬂil : but still wg‘:
st not by out kKind-and gentle terms lead
| hirg 1o believe that he h:mi_rcmin his rela-
tion to his s!nvcs"ulul not offend God. e
st show Lim l’im guilt of holding men as
ehaticls We must “ besedeh him by the
“miereies ofo@rndi®e vy e RV TR TR Mo

hisldoings, and learn 10 do well; to seck
: o L. = . 'Y ) & .y |

|



jullgement.and, deliver the joppressed. - Tk
IS nee ~‘ss:u-¥ftsm‘fuelimes to sdt the iniquity o

men before 't el eves i the strongest ligh
illulfl hey may give theirattention toit. Th
bcdqils by whicly ({od‘-dmws‘ s children, ar
'{cm‘,dls of love ; but these cords ften cut t
the quick before men will be/drawn by thet
1 b vot plead for| the harshiand violent lan
(guage in which some abi litionists cloth
their addresses.  think it is better to avoi
ity bt we must|take ‘care.niog 1p sow pil
lows 1o the arm holes” of slavelmlders, tha
“the may contiutie ut exse, ad hold fast theiy
iniquity. Lnotigh of this has already bee
done, and the system of slaviery has increast
Led from vear tb‘-.\'e'm'. I hope I have non
bat kiud *eelings for theslavéholder 5 1 think
1 would not atise o injure him in auy wayy
(101 ghould be thrown into s sogiely uan

Nhelsabijeet of T‘n’\'vry should be ‘infroduce
1 wauld declare it to e what you have
Heried i, Che monstruu} oflspridg an
'(-unci' of'sin® 4l . | p " |
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